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Propoſals humbly offered in behalf of the 
Princeſs of Orange, Jan. 28. 


ment, That there is no Interregnum, Of y there muſt 

be a Change in the Perſon, yet there is a Continuation of the 
Government. Which ſhews the Prudence and Perfection of the 
Conſtitution, in preventing that, which of all things is moſt De- 
plorable, a Failure of Government. This Rule is therefore of that 
Importance, as not to be given up upon the trivial Saying of Ne- 
mo eft heres viventss. | 

"Tis true, the common and ordinary cauſe of a Change in the 
Perſon that is inveſted with the Royal Amthority, is Death. 

But we are now in a rare and extraordinary Caſe, where the 
King is living, and yet may be faid to be diveſted of the Royal Of- 
fice, as having by his Encraachments upon the Peoples Rights, 
provoked them to reſort to Arms and being vanquiſhed by that 
Force, followed with a total Defe&qion from him, and his Relin- 
quiſhing the Kingdom thereupon, without providing any ways for 
the Adminiſtration of the Government. 

This ſeems to be a Ceſſer of this Government, and may in Civil 
and Politick Conſtruction amount to as much as if he had died. 

But becau{e'this is a Ceſs of that nature that requires a Judgment 
to be made upon it, it ſeems neceſſary to have a Conventzon of the 
Eltates of the Nation,to make a Declaration thereupon ( for 'tis not 
for private Perſons to determine in the Caſes aforeſaid, how or 
when the King has loſt his Government ) and till ſuch Authorita- 
tive Declaration made, the King may be ſuppoſed in ſome kind of 
poſſeſſion of the Kingly Office. 

But after the Judgment made and declared, there ſeems to be 
no difference in the conſequence and reſult of the thing, between 
luck anextraordinary caſe of the Ceſſer of the Royal! Dignity,and = 
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| is a Maxim of the Law of England concerning the Govern- 
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eaſe of Death or voluntary Relignation 3 or as it the King had been 
profeſt, and made himſelf a Recluſe in a Religious Houle, 

Then it muſt devolve upon the next Heir, her Royal Highneſs 
the Princeſs of Orange. 

As to the pretended Prince of Wales, if there had been no Suſpi. 
cions as to his Birth, ( as there are many violent ones) yet his be. 
ing conveyed into unknown Places, by Perſons in whom no credit 
can be repoſed, and at an Age which expoſes him to all manner of 
PraCtices and Impoſtures, touching, his Perſon then can there here- 
after be no manner of Certainty of him, fo as to induce the Nation 
ever to confider any Pretence of that kind. 

Theſe things being conſidered ; 

Firſt, Whether wilt not the declaring her Royal Highneſs ®ueex 
of England, as next in Succeſſion, be the ſureſt and beſt Foundz. 
tion. to begin our Settlement upon 3 rather than upon a groundlefs 
Conceit of the Government being devolved to the People, and {© 
they to proceed to Elect a King ? 

'Secondlr, If that Conceit of devolving to the People be admit- 
ted, Whether muſt we not conclude, that the Miſgovernment of 
King James the Second, hath not only determin d his Roylaty, but 
put a period to the Monarchy it ſelf ? And then 'tis not only a loſs as 
to his Perſon, but to the whole Royal Family. 

Thirdly, Whether thoſe Perſons that have ſtarted this Notion, 
upon pretence of giving the Nation an opportunity of gratifying 
his Highneſs the Prince of Orange , in proportion to his Merits 
( which it muſt be acknowledged no Reward can exceed ) if they 
were ſearched to the bottom, did not do it rather to undermine 
. this Ancient and Hereditary Monarchy, and to give an Advantage 
to their Republican Principles, than out of any Aﬀection and Gra-- 
titude to his Highneſs ? For it the latter was that they had the chief 
reſpe&t to, would it not be the more proper way to declare her 
Royal Highneſs Dueen, which wilt immediately put the Naticn un- 
der a regular Conſtitution and poſture of Government ? Then it 
will be capable of expreſſing its Gratitude to the Prince of Orange, 
in matters touching even the Royal Dignity it ſelf, without making 
ſuch a Stroke upon} the Government, as the EleQting of a King, or 
making any other immediate Alteration in the right of the Monar-- 
chy ( before the Parliament is compleated and conſtituted in all its- 
parts) muft amount unto. The 
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The Heads of the ExeeprentT propo- 
ſed by the Court-party to the Parliament 
at Oxtord, in lieu of the Bill for ex- 
ch:ding the Duke of Y ork. 


five hundred Miles from England, Scotland and Ire- 
land, and the Dominions and Territories to them 
belonging. | 

11. That the whole Government, both Eccleſiaſtical and Civil, 
ſhall upon the demiſe of the King, be veſted in a Regen, . for 
ſuch time as the Duke of York ſhall ſurvive. 

I!]. That the Regent be the Princeſs of Oranze, and in caſe 
of her Deccaſe without Iſſue, or with Iſſue in Minority, then 
the Lady Am. 

IV. That if the Dake have a Son educated a Proteſtant, then 
the ſaid Princeſſes reſpectively ſhall ſucceed in the Regency, dy- 
ring the Minority of ſuch Soz, and no longer, Which obviates 
an incurable Abſurdity in the former Bill of Excluſion. 

V. That the Regent nominate the Privy-Council, and they tg 
be, or not to b2 approved in Parliament, as ſhall be judged ſafeſt 
upon diretting thedrawing up of this intended: Act, _ .. 

VI. That notwithſtanding theſe Kingdoms (out of reſpeR tg 
the Royal Family, and Monarchy it ſelf) gay be governed by the 
ſaid Regent, inthe Name and Stile of Fames the Second, &c, 
yet it ſhall by this intended Act be made Capital for any totake 
up Arms on his behalf, or by a Commiſſion not ſigned by the ſid 
Regent, or not granted by lawful Authority, dzrived from aid 
under ſuch Regent or to maintain an Opinion, that the res 
taining the ſaid Name and Stile, ſhall in this caſe purge the dii- 
abilities impoſed by this Act, or clude the force thercof. 

mY B 2 Vii. 


L T* AT the Duke of Terk be baniſh'd during bis Life, 


[4] 

VII. That Commiſſioners be forthwith ſent to the Prince and 
Princeſs of Orange, to take their Oaths that they will take upon 
them the execution of this Act, and that their Oaths be here 
recorded. 

VIII. That all Officers, Civil and Military, forthwith take 
Oaths to obſerve this Act, and ſo all others from.time to time, 
as in the Act for the Teſt. 

| IX, That his Majeity would graciouſly declare to call a Par- 
Kament in Scotland, in order to the paſling the like AC there 
and xecommend the ſame ; and the like to be done in Ireland if 
thought neceſlary. 

'X. That in caſe the ſaid Duke ſhall come into any of theſe 
Kingdoms, then he ſhall be sp/o faFo, totally excluded, and ſhall 
ſuffer as in the former Bill, and the Sovereignty ſhall be forth- 
with intirely veſted in the Regent, upon ſuch his coming into a- 
By of theſe Kingdoms. 

XI. That all-conſiderable Papifts be baniſh*d by Name. 

XI[. That their fraudulent Conveyances be defeated. 

. XIII. That their Children be educated in the Proteſtant Re- 
gion. 

By theſe means theſe three Kingdoms will be united in de- 
fence of the Proteſtant Religson, his Majeſty's Perſon and 
Government, and a ſure Foundation laid of an effeual 
Leagus with Holland, and conſequently with the reſt of 
Chriſtendom, in oppoſition. to the growing Greatneſs of 


France. 


& ,*T was thought fit to reprint this Expedient, that the Reader 
may compare it with the Bill of Excluſion, ( which may be ſeen at 
large in the Debates of the Houſe of Commons, lately publiſhed) and 
rude which was the greateſt Evil of the two, viz. that which would 
bave ſet the Duke aſide, and given him liberty to live where he plea- 
Jeet or =__ _ _ Th ftrip'd him of all Power, and baniſh'd 
im 5oo Miles eft bim only the Name of a Kino, « 
cellent Expedient indeed ! 4 4 ns 


An Account of the irregular Afions of 

the Papiſts in the Reign of King James 
the Second : With a Method propoſed 
bow to rid the Nation of them. 


— — 


By a Perſon of Quality. 


HE dreadful Revolutions, Plots and Conſpiracies, 
which have been promoted by the Roman Catholicks 
in England ſince the Reformation, are of that nature, 
and have cauſed ſuch fearful Convulſions in our Church 

and State, that it is a great Argument of the Goodneſs and 
Providence of God, that we have been able to bear ſo many 
Shocks, and to avoid ſo many deep Deſigns as have now twice 
within the memory of Man brought us to the brinks of Ruin. 

We muſt be very impious or very ſtupid if our laſt Delive- 
rance has not been able to make us adore. the boundleſs Good- 
neſs of God towards us his ſinful and unthankful Servants ; he, 
having defeated the Hopes, and totally overthrown the Contri- 
rances of that reſtleſs, implacable, perfidious Faction, when 
they ſeemed to be in ſuch a Condition that they need fear no- 
thing, but the Almighty Power of God, miraculoully exerting 
it ſelf, as in the caſe of Sexnacherib, which they neither feared 
nor ſuſpeted. 

The Non-reſiſting Dofrine had ſo ty*d the hands of the 
Church of England Men, that they thought they might ſafely 
Inſult over us, 2nd ridicule the Bond that bound us to our good 
Behaviour. The,Difſenters were, as they thonght, ſo obliged 
by 
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! by the Liberty of Conſcience, and the fulſom Applications they 
had made to them in many ill writ pieces, afd by the Favonrs 
teltowed on Pen and Lob, the two Patriarchs, as they would 
have been thought of that Party : That they not only ſuſpet- 
ed no oppoſitions from them, but really conceived they would 
have been more than Scaffo/ds in the ruining Delign' they had 
then on foot: The Gentry were reduced to the utmoſt degree 
of Contempt, and the Nobility, who only were capable of 
putting a ſtop to ſuch notorious and impolitick Encroachments 
on our Birth-rights and Liberties, were not only cloſeted, ex- 
amin'd, re-examin'd, turn'd out of their Stations, brow-bea- 
ten, ridicul'd at Court, and in ſhort, driven-into the Country; 
but they were alſo by all the Arts that were poſlible rendred odi- 
ous tothe Crown, contemptible to one another, and of no uſe 
to their [nferiours. 

The Army, which was the next great Engine to bring about 
their Deſign, was managed with more Art than is commonly 
conſidered ; for firſt there was a Party of Roman Catholicks 
mixed with the Common Souldiers, to be as it were Spies and 
Temprers, to creep into all the places of their reſort, to obſerve 
their Words, Looks and Actions, and to take the opportunity 
of all their Needs, Crimes, Vices and Follies, to pervertthem, 
and draw them over-to the Church of Rome; and in the mean 
time to ſecure them from contriving any thing that might inter- 
rupt their Projefts upon us. Secondly, They puniſhed all who 

deſerted the Service with the utmoſt Rigour and Severity to 
keep uptheir numbers. And thirdly, They ſent them to quar- 
ter in thoſe places that had in any degree retuſed to comply 

with their Wills, and not only ſuffered, but encouraged them 
to outrage, and ſometimes to murder their Hoſts ; but to be 
ſure in all places they very much impoveri{l*d thoſe that enter- 
tain*d them, and in the Interim they kept all in awe and quiet, 
whilſt the State- Mountebanks pratiſed upon their Li;cs, Con 
ſciences, Libertics and Properrties. ; 

A People thus haraſſed and beſet,one would have thought had 
been conſigned to Ruin and Deſtruction ; for where cou!d our 
Deliverance begin? The Parliament, which is our laſt reſort, 
was at the ſame tine practiſed on with all the Arc and Addref 
that the Wir of Men or D:vils could in;cat ; and he :nult beat 
a deep Reach, or a Sanguine Complexion, who in the begin- 

ring 
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ning of September laſt could hope to ſee a Free and a quiet Par- 
liament meet and fit one Month, to repreſent with any degree 
of Liberty, ovr deplorabie State and Condition, much leſs to 
redreſs any of our Grievances. 
We had one Hope, which if they had left us ſtill, we had cer- 
tainly been as quiet and patient as Job himſelf, and that was, 
that the Princeſs Mary of Orange would, when God thoughr 
fit, ſucceed his Majeſty, and then we promis'd our ſelves a Day 


- of Redemption from all our Calamities and Oppreſlions ; ſo 


that our Poſterity would at worſt ſee better days. To deprive 
us of this remote Comfort, that Scene was laid, and the Lady 
of Loretto ſollicired to procure a Prince of Wales to reduce us 
to an utter Deſperation of any Redreſs for ever. And now 
they thought they were ſo ſecure of the Day, that they mighr 
attack the Heretical Biſhops, and the whole body of our Cler- 
gy at once, and make them eat their own Dung in the Faces of 
their reſpeftive Congregations ; if they had comply*'d, the 
whole Nation would have abhorred them, as a parcel of Cow- 
ards; if they did not, the Eccleſiaſtical Commiſſion was to 
have mowed them down by whole-ſale ; and when the People 
had been once deprived of their faithful and learned Shepherds, 
the Wolves in Sheeps-clothing hoped to have had much better 
Sneceſs than hitherto : but the Biſhops mterpoſing ſo, united 
the inferior Clergy, that this Deſign proved abortive, and the 
declaring the Biſhops Petition a Seditious Libel, and fo much 
the more dangerous becauſe penn'd with great Modeſty”and Hu- 
mility, ſo far opened the Eyes of all Men, that the moſt lgno- 
rant ſaw nothing leſs than the Extirpation of the Proteſtant: 
Religion was aim d at. 

The Army however, which was the great Whecl in this moſt 
dreadful Machine, was for the moſt part Proteitaat, and had 
expreſs'd ſo much Joy at the acquittal of the Biſhops, in che 
Camp at Hownſlow-H-ath, that they clearly faw, till it was 
new-modell'd, it could not bz relied on; and therefore the 
French and Iriſh were to be invited over, and the Companies 
changed by dezrees :. and when fix of the Officers at Portſmouth 


. had with the greateſt Humility imaginab'e, only deſired leave 


fo fill up their Companies with ſuch Men of this Nation as they jud- 
ged mot ſerviceable to the King, or otherwiſe that they might be per-- 
mitted, with all imaginable Duty and Keſpett, to lay down their Com- 
maſſiens 7 
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miſſions , for this Offence they were brought vp Priſoners to 
London, and it was given out they ſhould be hanged, as perhaps 
they had been, if Monſieur de Avanx's Memorial given in 
at the Hague, had not come in that very Poſt to enlighten our 
lictle Stateſmen, and ſhew them their approaching Danger, 
and yet afrer all, the 1oth of September laſt they were caſhier'd 
at Windſor. 

And when the Storm from Holland ſeemed unavoidable, with 
what Inſolence did they treat the Eleven Propoſals made by the 
Biſhops, and the Petition preſented the 17th of November laſt, 
by the Biſhops and Peers about the Town ? So that till the Ar- 
my began to go over to the Prince of Orazge, and the greateſt 
part of the Nation'had declared for him : No Parliament was 
to be thought of, and the Diſpenſing Power was the moſt Sacred 
of all the Prerogatives of the Crown. 

That we may not imagine all this was undertaken, and en- 
tred upon without good Conſideration of the Difficulties the 
Roman Catholicks were to met with, 1 would defire the Reader 
to peruſe a ſmall Piece by them publiſhed in the Year i685, du- 
ring the firſt Seſſion of Parliament of Fames the Second, ſtil'd, 
Salus Britannica, or the S 41 of the Proteſtant Religion, againſt al 
- the preſent Apprehenſions of Popery, in Folio, * The Deſign of 
© which, as the Author himſelf tells us, is to examine what 
© National Operation or Inflaence a Real Popiſh Crown'd Head 
© £an have over the Lives, Liberties, or Eſtates of Engliſh-men 
© as now enjoyed, and the Religion of the Kingdom, as at 
* preſent Eſtabliſh'd, and by contuting even the moſt ſabſtanti- 
© alof their imagined Dangers, to dillipate thoſe falſe fears of 
© Popery, &c. page 1. Andin truth [ believe no Man can de- 
ny but he has very effecually proved, that it is utterly impoſli- 
ble for a Popiſh Prince, who has none but theſe Three King- 
doms, to ſet up Popery in this Nation, and that all he can gain 
by the Attempt, will be the Ruine of himſelf. And certainly 
they could not but apprehend this might poſlibly, if not proba- 
bly, be the Event; yet after all, King and Kingdom was at 
laſt to be ſacrificed tothe holy See of Rome ;, and on they went 
when they had proved it impoſlible to ſucceed. 

- I need be the leſs exact in ſetting down what they have done, 
it being within the ſpace of four Years laſt paſt, that they have 
had the management of Affairs, and fo all things are as freſh in* 
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all Meos Memories, as .if they had been ated but yeſterday : 1 
think then, that I may from theſe Premites ſafely conclude, that 
a more daring, reſtleſs and ampiacable Faction-never appeared 
under the. Sun than.this 153 And that it is the Intereſt of every 
true Engliſh Proteſtant, of what Perſwation foever he be, to do 
his utmoſt to free this miſ-rable Nation from the Danger and 
Fear too (if ir be poſlible ) of. ever f-eling again the dire Ef- 
feds of Popiſh Zeal, or rather Fury. 

Qur wiſe-Anceſtors, for above theſe three hundred Years, 
have been labouring to reſtrain this Demonaick, by Laws, Oaths 
and Teſts ;, and when all the Methods of Severity fail'd, we have 
tried the Charms of Kindneſs, Truſt, Fri:adih:/p and Reliance : 
We ſet up a Prince of their Communion, and oppoſed all thoſe 
that would have. Excluded him, with a Zeal which made vs 
look 2 little toa-much in love with one who ſeem'd defigned to 
be our Scourge by Heaven it felf. When he had dec'ared his 
Religion, and ſome of his Party, amongſt whom Newvel Paine 
was one, had given us clear Indications of their Raye againſt 
us 5 yet we in Parliament, not only attainted; and thereby ru- 
in'd the late Duke of Adonmenth and his Party, but when ſome 
Gentlemen propos'd to have the Security of the Proteſtant Re- 
ligion taken into Conſideration, the Houſe declared they would 
entirely rely upon his Majeſty's Promiſe for the Security of their Re- 
ligion, which they valued more than tbeir Lives. And bzfore this, 
when Charles the Second, the 3oth of April 1679, to avoid the 
Excluſion-Bill, propos'd very advantageous Reltriftions of the 
Authority of a Roman Carbolick, Prince, the Chrurch-of- England- 
mes rejected them, for fear they ſhould too much weaken and 
expoſe the Regal Authority, not ro mention the Favours ſhewn 
to all the who'e Roman Cathelick, Party, during the fierce Proſe- 
cution of the Popiih Plot in that Priace*%s Reizn : Well,. what 
could have been done more than was, to oblige Men or Chriſti- 
ans to treat us like Friends, when they had an opportunity to 
expreſs their Gratitude ? No, ſtay you there Gentlemen, we 
Roman Catholicks have but oze Friend in this World, and if 
you are not for him too, ſtand oft ; expect nothing from us bur 
Ruin and Deſalation. Will you Repeal the Penal Laws ad the 
Tefis? Why I cannot betray my Religion : Then make room 
for one that will,” Turn cut, /re Procul, Ite Profani, And we 
all know what follow'd, and ] ſuppoſe no body in this G-nere- 

C ior 
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tion will have ſo little wit as to pretend any more to oblige a 
Roman Catholick by any of theſe things. 

Well, will Oaths bind them ? No, they have a Pope, and a 
Maxim that will fruſtrate that Ligament, when ever it is for 
their convenience to be free. And of this we have ſeen and felt 
too much already. Will Laws ? If you catch and hang the 
Prieſt, the Traitor, the Cut-throat, he is made a Martyr, his 
Crime's deny?d, palliated, excugd, or it may.be juſtified and 
defended as occaſion ſerves, and yetafter all, they ſhall have the 
SatisfaCtion of clamouring againſt you for a perſecuting Church, 
and a bloody Nation. 

Well, what is to be done ? Why, for my part, I can fee but 
one poſlible Method to quiet the Nation, and that is once for all 
to clear it of, theſe Monſters, and force them to tranſplant 
themſelves, not out of the Engliſh Dominions, but out of this 
Iſland : As long as they continue amongſt us, they neither can 
nor will be quiet; Prieſts they muſt and will have, and that 
Ferment will ſuffer nothing near it to be at reſt. The remem- 
brance of what is paſt will irritate . the Minds of Men, and 
make them jealous of future Evils, ſo that no care of the wi- 
ſeſt and beſt Governours can long keep the Nation in Tranquil- 
lity and Peace, if theſe Men-catchers are ſuffered to neſtle a- 
mongſt us. But then I would have this extended only to Eng- 
land and Scotland, becaufe Ireland would be laid deſolate by ſuch 
an-Expedient, and if the Enghſb Nation, which has not above 
40000 Roman Catholicks, were once cleared, it would very ea- 
fily ſuppreſs and revenge any Attempt could be made in that 

ingdom. | | 

Beſides this, all Feme Coverts, all Perſons above ſixty or fifty 
years of Age, all Day-labourers and Handy-crafts-men might 
be excepted ; theſe can maintain no Prieſts, nor much imbroil 
the Peace of the Nation, orat leaſt for no long time ; but then 
all the Nobility, Gentry, Merchants and rich Tradeſmen of 
that Religion, I think ought to be ſent packing, and for the 
future a Law be made todisfranchiſe them, and make them in- 
capable of poſſeſſing, purchaſing, inheriting»or tranſmitting 
any Lands, Tenements, or Hereditaments, tothe value of for- 
ty Shillings per Arnum, or upwards. 

To make this the more eaſy, yet it were fitting that every 
icdividual Perſon ſhould be asked whether he bad rather leave 


hs 
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Country, or his Religion ?: and all that would promiſe the lat” 
ter upon Oath, to be excuſed, but ſo as to forfeit their Eſtates 
if they relapſed after the Oath fo taken, or brought up their 
Children in that Religion. | 

Secondly, To allow all that would tranſplant themſelves the 
full value of their Eſtates, both Real and Perſonal, their Debts 
being firſt paid and dedufted. This would enable them to live 
in as great or a greater Equipage and Grandeur in our Planta- 
tions, as they ever had here in England; and if they remoyed 
into Germany or France, Italy or Spain, their Eſtates would 
make their Lives eaſy, and their Baniſhment honourable. The 
World is wide, and if I were one of them I ſhould never ſtay 
for an Ac of Parliament, but would certainly ſell what I had 
and be gone, that I might enjoy my Religion and my Eſtate in' 
a warmer Climate. 

But, alas, they love their Country too dearly to leave it : 
what is it in England they love? The Civil Liberties they had 
brought to-the utmoſt limits of Deſtruftion : The Religion 
of England they hate above all other ; the Earth is not more. 
Eruitful, andthe Air is much colder than that of other Coun- 
tries, and I am confident the Engliſh Humour is ſo far exaſpe- 
rated againſt Popery, that half a hundred Years will not allay 
the Fever the laſt four Years have raiſed in the Engliſh Blood 
againſt Popery ; ſo that they have nothing to attach them 
to England, but the ſullen hopes of being a Plague and a Ter- 
ror to us. 

But it will be ſaid, The tranſporting ſo much Wealth out of 
the Nation will too much impoveriſh- us : This ought well to 
be confidered, and a true Eſtimate made both of the Eſtates 
and Debts of the Roman Catholicks, and of the Methods of 
returning their Effe&ts beyond the Seas, and then perhaps it 
would rather increaſe our Trade than abate our Wealth. And 
as for the weakning us by the taking off ſo many of our Peo- 
ple, this I am ſure is a meer Chimera, two or three thou- 
ſand Perſons would: be+ the utmoſt - that we' ſhould loſe : 
| And thoſe who bought their Eſtates: would be better Subjects 

and Neighbours than ever they will be as long as they continue 
Roman C atholicks. 'y 
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" It is 'not to” be imagind, that all or any conſiderable Part 
of this Wealth will be tranſported in-Engliſh Mony in ſpecie, 
but in Merchandiſe, Bills of Exchange, &c. So that F am con- 
tident we have more ſent away to the. Feſuits Colledg beyond 
the Seas in ſeven Years, than would be carried out in ſpecie 
on ſuch an occaſion ; and hereby we ſhould at once rid our 
ſelves of one of the greateſt Plagues that any Nation ever ſtrug- 
led ſg long with. : 

- Nor would it be only Profitable but Juf. They have given 


vs the greateſt Provocation that ever was given by Men, to 


Men. Did ever 40000 Men in any other part of the World 
ever before endeavour-to do what: they themlelves had pro- 
ved to be impoſſible ? Did ever ſuch-an handful of Men before, 
by Fraud and Violence, deſign to enflavea Free, to nmpoverilh 
a Rich, to ſubdue a Valiant and Generous Nation ? What 
could they mean by the Force they in Print, and in common 
Diſcourſe intimated, that was, to compel us to give up our 
Laws; if fair Means would not do, but'a Maffacre, ora French 
Invaſion? Let them- conſider how they have treated thoſe of 
our Religion in France and Piedmont ; 'and then tell me, and 
a'lthe World, if we have treated them in the ſame manner, 
when we have fent them away with all they can juſtly call their 
own, only that we might not be - forced to ruin them by a 
ſlower Proſecution. | LICE | 

The Facility is equal to the Juſtice of this Method ; they are 
few in number, hated by all the reſt of the Nation ; and be- 
fides all their former: Mifdemeanonrs, .have, by the late At- 
xempts upon the Religion and Liberties of England, fo far en- 
creaſed the Averſioh of all degrees of Men amongſt us, that 
they will find vety few to pity them, and not many to ſpeak for 
them. 
The only ObjeQtions I can foreſee, are, firft, That it will 
impoveriſh Ereland to ſuffer them to carry away their Eſtates, 
and look too like Popiſh Cruelty, to turn them out deſpoited 
ef what they have, -or of a great part of their Fortunes. Now 
this ObjeCtion muſt be conſidered in Parliament, becauſe no one 
Man .can male any thing near a true Eſtimate what the 
vzlae will be, their Debts being dedutted, till a true Ac- 
ecunt is given of their. Eſtates and Debts, and then I ve- 
ri'y 
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ry believe # will be found much leſs than it ſeems at firſ, 


The ſecond Objection is, That it will weaken us and ſtreng- 
then our Enemies, to loſe ſo many of our People. To this, 1 
ſay, it is apparently otherwiſe ; For if thoſe Eſtates were in 
the Hands of Proteſtants, they , would much more contribute 
to the Union and Strength of Ergland,than the Perſons of theſe 
Roman Catholicks do, of whom we can make little or no uſe 
in Civil or Military Afﬀairs, at Home or Abroad, in Peace- or 
War. - And if they were added-to any other Country, the 
Peace and Union they would leave us in, wou'd infinitely overs 
| ballance the lofs of their Perſons, and, as I believe, of their 
Eſtates too. 

But now, on the contrary, if they be contigued ſtill amongſt 
vs, we muſt ſtill truggle with all thoſe Inconveniences, which 
bave neceſſitated our Anceſtors to make ſo many Laws againf, 
them, and the Severities which muſt be uſed to keep them un- 
der, will, by degrees, when the Memory of the late Tranſ- 
ations is worn off, beget compaſſion, and that will grow grea- 
ter, as they grow fewer and leſs dangerous, and yet atlaft one 
ſingle Jeſize may deſtroy the beſt of our Princes, and two or 
three Gentlemen of Eſtate, may diſquiet aud enjealous a whole 
County ; and when all is done, no hopes 15 left that any laſting 
Peace can be made with them ; fo tbat as long as there is any 
of that Religion in England, there is a Ferment in the Vein: of 
the Nation, which will cauſe drezdful Paroxims. 

Their Emiſſaries will alſo ſow Diſſentions between ns ard 
the Diſſenters, and exaſperate the Parties againſt each other ; 
{q that the good Correſpendence which is now between us and 
them, will, in ſhort time, be turn'd into Hatred on both ſides, . 
if all the Care imaginable be not taken on both Sides of 
theſe Incendiaries, which will never be wanting whilſt we: 
have a Poptſh Nobility ard Gentry, how ſmall foever it is in 
Number. 

The Seminaries at St. Omers, Doway, &c. are kept up by. 
the Nobility and Gentry of that Communion, and tend very. 
much to the imbroiling ard weakning England, and the ad- 
vancing the Intereſt of France ; but would ſcondwindle away 


if they had no Supplics from Eng/and, as they con'd have little 
it: 
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if we had no Popiſh Nobility or Gentry, and the Lands of 
England were only in the Hands of Proteſtants. 

The retiring of His. late Majeſty into France, is another 
ſtrong Inducement : as long as He or the Child is living, 
they will have a pretence to Plot and cut Throats, and they 
will have ſome to pity, and others to applaud them ; fo 
that if there were no other Reaſon, this alone were ſuſh- 
cient to determine the Queſtion, unleſs we are reſolycd to 
ſhew our ſelves as careleſs of a Proteftant Prince, as we have 
been over-fond of a Roman Catholick, which will be aa ill 
Recompence for our Deliverance. 
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APARLIAMENT. 
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not fo eſſential to an Engliſh Parliament, but that the 
Peers of the Realm, and the Commons, by their Re- 
preſentatives duly elected, may legally act as the great Council and 
repreſentative Body of the Nation, though not ſummon'd by the 
the King, eſpecially when the Circumſtances of the time are ſuch, 
that ſuch Summons cannot be had, will (I hope) appear by thee 
following Obſervations. 
Firſt, The Saxon Government was tranſplanted hither out of 
Germany where the meeting: of the Saxons in ſuch Aſſemblies was 
at certain fixed times ; viz. at the new and full Moon. But after 
their Tranſmigration hither, Religion changing,other things changed 
with itz and thetimes for their publick Aſſemblies, in Conformity 
to the great Solemnities celebrated by Chriſtians, came to be chan» 
ged to the Feaſts of Eaſter, —_— and the Nativity. The 
lower we come down in Story, the {eldomer we find thele general 
Afmblies to have been held 3 and ſometimes (even very anctently) 
| when upon extraordinary Occaſions, they met out of Courſe, a 
Precept, an Eaifi, or Sanition is mentioned to have iſſued from 
the King 3 But the times, and the very place of their ordinary 
Meeting having been certain, and determined in the very firlt and 
eldeſt times that we meet with any mention of ſuch Aſſemblies, 
which times are as ancient as any Memory of the Nation it ſelf ; 
hence I infer, that no Summons from the King can be thought to 
have been neceſſary in thoſe Days, becauſe it was altogether need- 
leſs. | 
Secondly, The Succeſſion to the Crown did not in thoſe Days, 
nor till of late Years, run in a courle of lineal Succeſſion by right 
of 


TT" the Formality of the King's Writ of Summons is 
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of Inheritance: But upon the Death of a Prince, thoſe Perſous of 
the Realm that compoſed the then Parliament, allembled in order 
to the chooſing of another, _ That the Kingdom was then EleRive, 
though one or other of the Royal Blood was always choſen, but 
the next in lineal Succeſſion very ſeldom, is evident from the Ge. 
riealogies of the Saxon Kings, from an old Law made at Calchuyth, 
appointing how, and by whom Kings ſhall be choſen 3 and from 
many exprels and particular Accounts given by our old Hiſtorians, 
of {uch Aſſemblies held for electing of Kings. Now ſuch Afſem. 
blies could not be ſummon'd by any King ; and yet in Conjun&tion 
with the King that themſelves fet up, they made Laws, binding 
the King and all the Realm. 

Thirdly, After the Death of King William Rufus, Robert, his 
elder Brother, being then in the Holy Land, Henry, the younge|t 
Son of King William the firſt, procur'd an Afſembly of the Clergy 
and People of England, to whom he made large Promiſes of his 
good Government, in caſe they would accept of him for their 
King and they agreeing, that if he would refiore to them the 
Laws of King Edward the Confeſſor, then they would conſent to 
make him their King : He ſwore that he would do fo, and alſo 
free them from ſome Oppreſflions, which the Nation had groan'd 
under in his Brothers and his Fathers time; Hereupon they choſe 
him King, and the Biſhop of London, and the Archbiſhop of 
York et the Crown upon his Head; which being done, a Con- 
firmation of the Exgliſh Liberties paſs'd the Royal Aſlent in that 
Afembly, the ſame in Subliance, though not ſo large as King 
Fobr's, and King Henry the © thirds Magna Charta's afterwards 
were, 

Fourthly, After that King's Death, in ſuch another Parliament, 
King Stephen was elected, and Mawd the Expreſs put by, though 
not without ſome Stain of Perfidiouſneſs upon all thoſe, and Srephen 
himſelf eſpecially, who had ſworn in her Father's Life-time, to ac- 
knowledg her for their Sovereign after his Deceaſe, 

Fifthly, In King Richard the firſts time, the King being abſent 
in the Holy Land, and the Biſhop of Ely then his Chancellor, being 
Regent of the Kingdom in his Abfence, whoſe Government was 
intolerable to the People for his Inſolence and manifold Cpprellions, 
a Parliament was convened at London, at the Inſtance of Earl Jobn, 
the King's Brother, to treat of the great and weighty Afﬀeairs of the 
King and Kingdom ; in which Pailiament this ſame Regent was de- 
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-pos'd from his Government, and another (et up, viz, the Arch- 
Biſhop of Roan in his ſtead, This Aſſembly was not conven'd by 
the King, who was then in Paleſtine, nor by any Authority de- 
riv'd from him, for then the Regent and Chancellor muſt have 
cald them together z but they met, as the Hiſtorian ſays ex- 
preſly, at the Inſtance of Earl Fohrv. And yet, in the Kings Ab- 
ſence, they took upon them to ſettle the publick Afﬀairs of the Na- 
tion without him, 

Sixthly, When King Henry the 3. died, - his eldeſt Son, Prince 
Edward, was then in the Holy Land, and came not home till within 
the third Year of his Reign 3 yet, immediately upon the Father's 
Death, all the Prelates and Nobles, and four Knights for every 
Shire, and four Burgeſles for every Borough, aſſembled together in 
a great Council, and ſetled the Government till the King ſhould re- 
turn 3 made a new Seal, and a Chancellor, Cc. 

I infer from what has been ſaid, that Writs of Summons are not 
ſo eſſential to the being of Parliaments, but that the People of 
England, eſpecially at a time when they cannot be had, may by 
Law, and according to our old Conſtitution, affemble together ina 
Parliamentary way without them, to treat of and ſettle the publick 
Afﬀairs of the Nation. And that if ſuch Aſſemblies ſo conven'd, 
ſind the Throne vacant, they may proceed not only to ſet up a 
Prince, but with the Afﬀent and Concurrence of fach Prince, to 
tranſa&t all publick Buſineſs whatſoever, without a new Election 3 
they having as great Authority as the People of England can dele- 
gate to their Repreſentative, 

Il. The Acts'of Parliaments not formal nor legal in all their 
Circumſtances, are yet binding, to the Nation ſo long as they con- 
tintic in force, and not liable to be queſtioned as to the Validity of 
them, but in {ubſequent Parliaments. 

Firſt, The two Spencers, Temp. Edvardi Secundj, were ba- 
niſhed by A& of Parliament, and that Ac of Parliament repealed 
by Dures & Force ; yet was the Act of Repeal a good Law, till 
it was annull'd 1 Ed. 3. 

Secondly, Some Statutes of 11 Rich. 2, and Attainders thereup- 
on were repealed in a Parliament held Ano 21. of that King, which 
Parliament was procur'd by forc'd Elections 3 and yet the Repeal 
ſtood good, till ſuch time as in 1 Henry 4. the Statutes of 11 Rich. 
2, were revived and appointed to be turmly held and kept, 


D Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, . The Parliament of 1 Hen. 4. conſiſted: of the: fame 
' Knights, Citizens and Burgeſſes that had ſerved in the then haſt dif. 
ſolved Parliament, and thoſe Perſons were by the King's Writs to the 
Sheriffs commanded to be returned ; and yet they paſſed Ads, and 
their Acts tho never confirmed, continue to be Laws at this Day. 

Fourthly, Queen Mary's Parliament that reſtored the Pope's Su. 
. premacy, was notoriouſly known to be pack'd, inſomuch that it was 
debated in Queen Elizabeth's time, whether or no to declare all their 
Acts void by At of Parliament. That courſe was then upcn ſome 
prudential Conſiderations declined 3. and therefore the Acts of that 
Parliament, not ſmce repealed, continue binding Laws to this Day. 

The Reaſon of all this, is, Becauſe no. inferior Courts have Au- 
thority to judg of the Validity or Invalidity of the Ads of ſuch 
Afſemblics, as have but ſo much as a Colour of Parliamentary Au. 
thority. 

The Acts of ſuch Aſſemblies being entred upon the Parliament- 
Roll, and certified before the Judges of Weſt minſter- Hall, as Ads 
of Parliament, are concluſive and binding to them 3 becauſe Parlia- 
ments are the only Judges of the Imperfe&ions, Invalidities, Ille- 
-palities,. &'c., of one another. - | : 

The Parliament that calld in King Charles the ſecond; was not 
aſſembled by the King's Writ, and yet they mage Adqts, and the 
Royal Aſent was had to them ; many of which indeed were after- 
-wards confirmed, but not all, and thoſe that had no Confirmation, 
are undoubted Acts of Parliament without it, and have ever {ince 
obtained as ſuch. . | | 

Hence I infer that the preſent Convention, may, if they pleaſe, 
aſſume to themſelves a Parliamentary Power, and in Conjuncticn 
with ſuch King or Queen as they ſhall declare, may give Laws.to 
the Kingdom as a legal Parliament, 
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SIR, | 
Hear you are eleted a Member of- tis next Convention, and 
|| therefore expect to ſee you very ſuddenly-in Town 3 . but I ca 
tell you my mind more freely in Writing, and you may think 
better of it when you fee it before you ; and therefore I have rather 
choſe to give you the trouble of this Paper, than to leave all to a 
perſonal Conference at our next Meeting. 

I will' not diſpute with you about what is paſt, or what is to 
come 3 it is too late to do the firſt, and as for the ſecond, whatever 
becomes of other Arguments, Intereſt is moſt apt to prevail, and 
therefore all that I beg of you,js to take care that you do not miſtake 
your qwn and the Nations Intereſt in a matter of ſuch high Gon- 
cernment, 

There is no leſs Afﬀair before you than the Fate of Princes, and 
of three Kingdoms, which requires the moſt calm, ' mature, and 
deliberate Advice; and yet when -you come to London, you will 
find ſuch Diftraftions and Divilions in Mens Counſels, that all the 
threatning Dangers of Popery were not a more formidable proſpc&t 
to Conſidering, Men, all old Animolitics are revived, and new ones 
fomented every day 3 ſome are vilibly acted by Ambition, others by 
Revenge 3 the Diſſenter is very buſie to undermine the Church,” and 
the Commonwealths Man to {ubvert Monarchy, and the Lord have 
Mercy upon us all. 1doubt rot but you will readily confeſs, that it is 
the common Intereſt to have things ſettled. upon ({zch a botrom,, as is 
moi like to laſt, and chen,l am ure, you muſt.conſult both Law aiid 
Conſcience in the matter, and keep to your old Eftabliſhment as near 
25 you can tor when there are {o many Diſtempers.in Mens Minds, 
and ſuch contrary Intereſts, it i3 no time to innovate, It is-1o. time 
to lay new Foundations, when -there are frequent Earthquakes, 
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have been ſo'quick and ſudden of late, that all prudent Men will be 
cautious how they try Experiments, - which are commonly dange- 
rous and uncertain; but eſpecially -in matters of Government, which 


depend on the-good liking of free and moral Agents, and when fo 


many Hundred Thouſands are to be fatisfied, you can never gueſs at 
the prevailing Opinion, by the major Vote of a Convention, 

Let us then confider, what is moſt likely to give the moſt gene- 
ral fatisfaQtion to the Nation, for that, I am ſure, is moſt likely to 
be laſting, and becauſe you may be a Stranger to theſe Matters yet, 
I will give you an Account of the different Projects now on foot, as 
well as I can learn them. = 

Some are for ſending to the King, and Treating with him to re- 
turn to his Government, under ſuch Legal Reſtraints, as ſhall give 
ſecurity to the moſt jealous Perſons, for the preſervation of their 
Liberties, Laws, and Religion and if he will not conſent to this, 
fo make the next Heir Regent. Others are for declaring the Crown 
forfeited or demiſed , and proclaiming the Princeſs of Orange, 
Others will have the Government diſſolved, and begin all de novo, 
and make the Prince of Orange King, or Crown him and the Prin- 
ceſs together, and poſtpone the Title of the Princeſs Ann, till after 
the Prince's. Death, if he ſurvive the, Princeſs. I ſhall not pre- 
tend to'tell you, which of theſe I ſhould prefer, were it Res mte- 

gra; forthe Queſtion is not, . which you and I ſhould like beſt, bur 
which will be the firmelſt Foundation for 'th&Peace and Settlengent 
of rheſe Kingdoms. 


1. As for the firſt, though it be horribly decried, and ſuch Men 


fooliſhly expoſed as Friends to Popery and Arbitrary Power ,,. yet 1 
could never meet with any Man yet, who- had the face to reject alt 
Treaty, with the King upon any other pretence, but that it was in 
vain, that it is impollible he ſhould give any Security to the Nation 
that he would Govern by Law 3 which is ſo ridiculous a pretence, 
that it will fatisfy. no Body, but thoſe who are reſolved, that he ſhall 
neverretumn, Forgs little as I am verſed in this matter,I-could frame 
fuch Laws, asJhould put it utterly out of the King's Power to in- 
vade our Liberties or Religion : However, I am fare we ſhould have 
thought our ſelves very ſecure, would the King have called a Free 
Parliament, and given thera Iiberty to have made what Laws they 
pleaſed,: and. that which would have given ſuch general ſatisfaction 
dcfore, had it been granted, I ſuſpet, ſhould it be now granted, 


and 
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and refuſed,that would give 25 general difatisfaQion 3 nay, the very 
refuſal to Treat, will be thought ſuch a ſcandalous negle of our 
Duty to a Sovereign Prince, and give ſuch Jealoufies to People, that 
thoſe who oppole it, are only afraid that the King ſhould comply, 
25 will be the foundation of univerſal Diſcontents, which will ſheve. 
themſelves upon the firſt occafion. It is certain, would the Con- 
vention Treat with the King, either they would agree, or they 
would not agree 3 if they could not agree upon the propoſal of 
reaſonable Securities, this would fatisfie Multitudes of People that 
they had tried 3 if they did agree, this would give univerſal ſatisfa- 
Qion, and there were an happy end of all our Troubles. 

But now let us ſuppoſe, that part of the Convention (hould pre- 
vail which is againſt Treating with the King, and for depoling or 
ſetting him atide without more ado; let us confider what is like to 
be the moſt probable Conſequence of this. ; 

It is certain,. this fundamental Change in the Government can- 
not be made by any Legal Authority 3 for the Convention will not 
pretend to any (uch Legal Power, and there can be no Parliament 
without a King ; and a King whoſe whole Authority depends up- 
on a Convention that has no ſuch Authority, is but in a weak ſtate 
sto Civil Right: No Man will think himfelf bound in Conſci- 
ence to obey him, and- when every Mans Conſcience is free, let ſuch 
2 Prince beware of Epidemical Diſcontents. And let you and I 
arch conlider, what Diſcontents may prabably ariſe upon ſuch a 

c, 

1, Firit then, All thoſe who think themſelves bound þy their: 
dath of Allegiance to defend the King's Perſon, Crown and Dig-- 
ity, who wonder at Men of Law, who talk of a Forfeiture or De- 
mile of the Crown while the Kiug lives, and flies out of his King-- 
ms only for the ſafety of his Perſon, and becauſe he will not truſt 
bimſelf in the power of his Enemies ; I fay, all ſuch Perſons will. 
de greatly diſcontented at Depoſing the Kingzand will never own any 
er King, while their own King, to whom they have {worn Alle=- 

lives and tho you ſhould ſuppoſe ſuch Conſcientious Men' 
Þ be very few, yet if theſe few ſhould happen to be Perſons of 
Wantter, of known Prudence and Abilities, Integrity and Ho- 
Wy, in Church or State, their Examples would give a terrible 
Mock to ſuch a new tottering Government, tho they were: never {0- 
''®Keand Peaceable, void of Faction and Sevlition thergſelves. 


; 
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"And yet let me tell you, you muſt not judge of the Numbers of 
thele 'Vien by the late geneal defection. - The whole Nation, 1 
confcls, was very unanimous for the Prince, great numbers of 
Gentlemen, nay, of the King's own Soldiers went over to him, 
very few but Papulls offered their Service to the King, - but the rea. 
ton of this was very evident, not that they were willing to part 
with the King, and fct up another in his room, but becauſe they 
were horribly atraid ot ' Pc pery, and very delirous to ſee the Laws 
and Religion of the Nation {cttled upon the 01d Foundations by a 
Free Parlament, which was all the Prince declared for 3 but many 
who were Well-wiſhers to this Detign, will not renounce their A/- 
tegiance to their King 3 and now they ſee what is like to come of 
ir, are athamed of what they have done, and ask God?s pardon for 
it, aud are ready to undo it as tar as they can, 

2. Belides a thouſand occalions of Diſcontent which may hap. 
pen in ſuch a Change of Government as this, which no Body cau 
poſſibly foreſee, and: yet may have very fatal Conſequences, there 
are- {ome. very. vilible occafions 'tor -it'belides the {ente of Loyalty 
and Conſcience. | : 

How many Diſcontents, think you, may arife between the Ne- 
bility and Gentry, who attend the new Court ? Every Man wil 
think he has ſome- Merit, and expect fome marks of Favour to 
have his ſhare of Honour, and Power, and Profit,- and yct a great 
many- more mult ' miſsg.thag thoſe who ſpeed, and many of thoſe - 
who are Rewarded, may think they han't their Deſerts,” and be 
diſconternted- to fee others preferred before them 3 and thoſe whole 
expectations are difappoimed, are diſobliged too, and that is a dar- 
gerous thing when there is another, and a righful Kiug to oblige; 
tor Duty and Diſccntent together, to be revenged if a new King, 
and' to be reconciled to an old One, wil ſhake a Throne which as 
ſo ſandy a Foundation, The like may be faid of the Soldiery, who 
are generally Men of: Honour and Reſentment, and have the greater 
and ſharper Reſentments now, becauſe they are ſentible of thei 
miſake when it is too late 3 yet as they ought not to have Fought 
for- Popery, nor againſt the Laws and Liberties of their Count, 
t- neither ought they to have <eterted the defence of the Kings 
Perſon/and Crown, but have brought the Prince? to Terms, a5 Wd 


as the King, 
Thas-you eaſily-foreſee what a bearry Tax muſt be Jaid upon-the 
Nation, to defray the Charge of this Expedition, and I believe 


the 
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the Country would have -paid it very chearfully and thankfully, 
had the Prince reſtored to them their Laws, and Liberties, and 
Religion, together with their King 3 but you know Men are apt 
to complain of every thing, when Money is to be paid, and it may 
be it will be thought hard to loſe their King, and t© pay fo dear for it 
too: And tho what the Convention does is none of ihe Prince's fault, 
no moxe than it was his delign, yet angry People don't ule todiſtin- 
guiſh ſo nicely. 


But there is a greater Difficulty ſill than all this : There aic ao 
Contentions ſo herce as thoſe about Religion z this vave Life 
and Spirit to the Prince's Delign, and had the main {rok in ts 
late Revolution: And though Popery were a hated Religion, yet 
moſt Men are as zealous for their own Religion, as they are againſt 
Popery. Thoſe of the Church of England are very glad to get 
rit of Popery, but they will not be contented to part with their 
Church into the Bargain, for this would be as bad as they could 
have ſuffered undgg Popery, The leveral Sects of Diſſenters are 
glad” to get rid of Popery alſo; but now they expe& glorious 
Days for themſelves, and what they expect God Almighty 
knows, for I am confident they don't know themſelves. - Now 
conſider how difficult it will be, for any Prince, who has but a 
crazy Title to the immediate poſſeiſion of the Crown, to adjuſi this 
matter {o, as neither to diſguſt the Church of Englard, nor the _. 
Diſſenters, and if either of them be diloblhged, there is a formidable 
Party made.againſt them. 


This being the Caſe, ſhould. the King be depoſed, and any other 
aſcend the Throne, it will be neceſlary for them to keep up a ſtandin 
Army to quell ſuch Diſcontents for where there are and will be Dil- 
contents without any tye of. Gon{cience to refirain Men, there can be 
no defence but only in Power 3 and this will raiſe and encreaſe new 
Difcontents 3 for it alfers the frame of our Conſtitution, from a Ci- 
vilto a Military Government, which is one of the great Grievances 
we have complained of, and I believe Engliſh People will not be bet- 
ter pleaſed with Dztch, or German, or any foreign Souldiers, than 
they were with'the'r 0wn Country-Men 3 and I believe Engliſh Soul= 
diers will not be extreamly pleaſed to fee themſelves disbanded, or 
ſent into other Countries to hazard their Lives, while their Places are 


aken up by-Foreigners, who live in eaſe, plenty, -and ſafety : And 


when 
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-when things are come to this paſs, which is ſo likely, that I cangot 
ſee how all the Wit of Man can prevent it ; I will ſuppoſe but one 
thing more, which you vill ioy is not unlikely, that the King return 
with a foreign Force to recover nis Kingdoms, how ready will the 
Men of Conſcience, and tizc Mcn of L:i'content be to join hin, nay 
to invite him Home again 3 and if he returns as a Conquerour, you 
will wiſh, when it is too late, that you had treated with him, and 
brought him back upon fafe and honourable Terms, 


Secondly, Let us ſuppoſe now, that all this ſhould be over-voted 
(for I am ſure it can never be anſwered )-and the Convention ſhould 
reſolve to proclaim the next Heir, 


I. You muſt be ſure to examine well who is the next Heir, that is, 
-you muſt throughly examine the Pretences of the Prince of Wales ; 
and yet if you have not good Proofs of the Impoſture, you had better 
let it alone. Fortho.the Nation has had general preſumptions of it, 
yet a Male Heir of the Crown is mightily deſixed, and People would 
be very fond of him, if they had one, and ſeem to expect ſome bet- 
ter Proofs than meer Preſumptions againſt him, becauſe common 
Fame has promiſed a great deal more, and if you ſhould cither fay 
nothing to it, or not what is expected, it would be a very plauſible 
pretence for diſcontented People to quarrel. 


2. Suppoſe the Princeſs of Qrange ſhould appear to be the next 
Heir, what if a Lady of her eminent Vertue ſhould ſcruple to fit upon 
her Father's Throne, while he lives ? Or what if ſhe ſhould ſcruple 
it hereafter, and place her Father in his Throne again ? - This is not 
impoſſible; for Vertue is greater” than a Throne. For my part, 1 
think you will put a very hard thing upon fo excellent a Lady, and1 
pray God give her Grace to reſiſt the Temptation. A Regency is 
more tolerable, becauſe a Nation muft be governed, and none fo 
proper to govern it as the next Heir 3 but I ſhould think, none who 
expect to wear a Crown, ſhould countenance SubjeRts- in depoſing 
their King, nor accept of a Crown upon ſuch Terms, as to take it 
off of a Father's Head : It is a dangerous thing for a Prince who has a 
Title to the Crown, to own that the Crown may be forfeited or de- 
miſed by ſuch a withdrawing ; if this be not fo, the Princeſs has no 
Right to the pofleflion of the Crown yet 3 and if it be fo, her Crown 
is worth a great deal leſs than formerly it was, eſpecially if ſhe _ 
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this Secret by accepting, the Crown, which her Anceſtors always cont 
ealed, and which the beli Subjedts of England woltd net driieve 
betore > what they mmay do after this, Lknow not. 


Thirdly, The next Delign (1 verily believe without rhe kniow- 
ledg or thought of the Prince, who has too great a Mind to think &f 
any thing, which in the opinion of any wiſe Man could ſtain and 
ſully his Glory) is to give the Crown to the Prince of Orange, for ic 
muſt be a Gift, if any thing 3 for he has no immediate Title to it, 
that I know of: This is upon a pretence, that the Goverment tis 
diſſolved, and therefore we muſt begin de novo, which is very ridi- 
culous, when the King is (till alive, and the Laws in as full force as 
ever, only the Regulitr Adtnitiifiration bf Government at preſent in- 
terrupted by the King's abſence 3 but this is not the worſt of it, for 
it is a dangerous pretence tory eſpecially to Mich of Quality 1d 
Eftates, as you are 1 for if the Governtneut be di ed, odt Lalvs 
are diffolved, and Honour and Preperty difſo with ther; il 
then I doubt the Mobile will come in for thtir ſhite in the new Biz 
viſion of the Lands, and ſet up for Men bf as good Quality as ay 3 
for if our Laws are gone, we tetumn to « ſtate of Naturez in which #l 
Men are equal, and all things common 3 this I believe you will not 
be for, for the Reaſon above-tneniioned, 


If then the Laws continue, the Givetnmibnt is not diffelved, aid 
the Crowti is not a Gift, but an Inheritdtice till, as much as yout 
Eſtate is 3 and then the Prince of Orange cannot have it in his owil 
Right, becauſe his own Princeſs, and the Princeſs Anne are before 
him 3 conſider then what the conſequence of this Proje& would be. 

1. This alters the eſſential Conliitution of the Engliſh Govern- 
ment, by changing an Hereditary into an Elective Monarchy, a thing 
which I know 2 Men are very {ond of ; for then the next occa« 
fion they can find to quarrel with their Prince, they may with as 
much eaſe turn it into a Common-Wealth ; for when the Crown 
is at the Peoples diſpoſal, they may if they pleaſe keep it to them- 
elves. 

2. This will entangle all V:11 of Conſcience in new Difficulties ; 
for the Oath of Allegiance doe: not only bind us to the King, but 
to his Heirs and Succeſſors, which muſt be underſtood of the next 
lineal Heir, where there s no Authorny to alter it ; and whatever 
a Parliament may be thought to have with the Authority and Con- 
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ſent, of the King, no Man pretends, that a- Convention of the 
Fflates has.any Legal Authority to do it. I ſhould'be as heartily 
glad as any Man, to fee the Prince of Orange legally feared on the 
Engliſh Throne 3 but theſe are Difficulties I cannot break through, 
Thus I have' given you my haſty Thoughts, and+ pray God to di- 


ret you. 
TI am Toxrs. 


POSTSCRIPT. 


TW is one thing more, I would beg of you, that the Story of 
French League to cut Proteſtants Throats in England may be 


well examined; for this did more to drive the King out of the 
Nation, : than the Prince*s Army 3 and if this ſhould prove a Sham, 
as ſome, who pretend to. know,- fay it is,” it ſeems at leaſt to 
be half an Argument to invite the King back. again. In ſhort, 
remember you are a Convention, not a Parliament, and there- 
fore —_— can give Authority to what you do, but the good 
liking of the People z and as Neceſſity only can juſtify your 
meeting without the King's Writs, ſo 1 hope you will take care 
to do nothing but what will juſtify itſelf to God, the King, and 
your Country. 


An 
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An ANSWER to the Author @ 
the LET TER t 4 Member of 


the CONVENTION. 


" Reverend Sir, 

Our Name, your Quality, your Religion, and your Deſign 
in Publiſhing this Letter are wholly unknown to me, but 
the confident Aﬀertion, pag. 3. $. 16. That you are ſure 
it cat never be Anſwered ;, (ounds (o like a Son, or rather 

2 Father of the Infalible Church, that it has provoked me, if not to 
anſwer, yet at lealt to reflect upon ſome Paſſages in this Magiſterial 
Compolure, 

S. 2. Whatever becomes of other Arguments, Intereſt is moſt likely 
to prevail, You, Sir, ſuppoſe your Parliament-Man, in theſe words, 
to be one who will regard no Arguments from Juſtice, Reaſon, 
Religion, or the Laws of God or Man ; Intereſt is the only thing 
which is likely to prevail, an excellent Complement to a Parlia- 
ment-Man z but 1t goes higher yet, and takes in the Majority of the 
States, for no one Man ſhall ever determine theſe great things. 

S. 3. You tell him, That All the threatning Dangers of Popery 
were not a more formidable Proſpelt to conſidering Men, than the 
preſent Diſtrattions and Diviſions, Now ſurely this is a very 
bold and daring ſtroke ; but that I am certain theſe penlive thought- 
ful Men are not either very numerous, or very conſiderable 3 
otherwiſe, the few of the Church of Exgland that are over- 
thoughtful in this Point, deſerve much Compaſſion, becauſe they 
diquiet themſclves and others outof pure tenderneſs of Conſcience, 
and an over-great Loyalty ; but then there is no danger to be appre- 
hended from them 3 and they will in time fatisfy their own Scru- 
ples, and in the interim, I doubt not, inhnitely more Men 


diead the Dangers of Popery, even to this Day, than all the 
SI Common- 
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Gommon-wealth-Metn, Diſſenters, ambitiow and revengefulWretches, 
which you have ſo artfully muſtered up to fright the Country 
Efqu;re with, can over-ballance. Strange it is in the meantime, 
that the Dangers of Popery, which laſt Oftober appeared fo formi. 
dable, ſhould in fo ſhort a time vaniſh, or rather dwindle into no- 
ing,: But God, by the Miniliry of the Prizce of Orange and his 
» has brought this about. In the reſt of that Seton I agree 
with you, and approve of it. 

The two next Sections being only a repreſentation of the different 
Parties of Men now upon the Stage, I leave as I tgd them. 

&. 6. Though the Opinion of thoſe who are for ſending to the 
King, and treating with him to return to bis Government, under 
ſuch legal Reſtraints, as ſhall give ſecurity to the moſt jealous Per- 
ſons for the preſervation of their Laws, Liberties, and Religion, 
# horribly decryed, &c. yet the only Reafon againſt it is, becauſe # © 
vain, Now, Sir, thatReaſfon is fo very good, that it may perhaps 
juſtify that dreadful Conſequence you {0 ({hrink at 3 for though I do 
not doubt but you are a wonderful Legi{grer, yet if Twenty wiſer 
Men than, you were joined with you to frame theſe new Laws, yet 
tet but a Popiſh Prince have the Supreme Executive Power and the 
Legal Preragatives, and he will break through all your Reſtrictions 
with wonderful Facility, as we have ſeen by Experience. But then 
if you leave him the Name,and take away the Fower of a King, you 
ſet up a Commen-wea/th immediately, which, will not end with your 
Popjſh,Prince, Fut there will, be ſtickling to keep all things in the 
ſame State in the illowing Reign, of what Religion ſoever the 
Prince is, which was the Reaſon why the Limitations offered by 
Charles NH. in 1679, were rejected. 

CAnd let it be remeraber'd allo how well that Prince, that was 
ſuppoſed to be a Broteftant,kept his Word, and the Solemn 1 eague 
and, Covenant, which he ſolemnly with Hands and Eyes lifted up to 
Heaven, ſwore to obſerve in Scotland, C&e.] 

Well, but we would have thought eur ſelves very ſecure if the 
King wovld brve called a. Free Parliament ;, Yes, Sir, if he would 
have call d.it Freely, \o that it had been the production of his Will 
withoutForce ; but Sir, it is notorious, he was reſolved the Parl:- 
axent.ſhould either not be free, or not meet; and if your Memory 
will not ſerve-you. to-recall the virulent, Refleftion on the kumble Pe- 
rition preſented by the Lords $ fpritnal and Temperal the 15th of No- 


velber, aff, in which the, Authcs tells us, That the ſ:mmoning a. 
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Parliament now; is {o far from being the only wdj ( to greſerue 
His Majeſty and the Kingdom ) he wilt b hes the [arts 
tawſes of much Miſery to the Kingdom, &c. and nothing would do 
then, but driving the Prizce of Orange out of the Kingdom with 
Force and Arfhs. Now May, Sir, if you caanot remember this, you 
ſhall never be truſted to frame Laws, if 1 can help it. 

There is another and a better Reaſon to refuſe a Treaty, than the 
fearing the King fhould comply. Suppoſe that he fhoul4 gyant all 
that you can ask, bating Whute-FTall, tbe Revenue, the Title of King, 
and the Right of calling Parliaments, and making Peace aud War * 
What Security have we that he will acquieſce in this low reſtrained 
Eſtate ?- Oaths, Laws, and Promiſes we had before, but what 
did they fignify ? Wha hall be Guarantee ? what ſhall we do if he 
break out again? In ſhort quis cuſtodiet Cuſtodes ? Sa that the 
many who delire a Treaty, are defired to read the Enquiry auto the 
preſent State of Affairs, that they may not come into the Diſci- 
pline of the ſevere Lady, who has taught the Proteſtants in France 
and Piedmont, a Leflon which, England too muſt have gone through 
with, if God and H.W. P. 0. had not faved us 

But if the Convention ſhould refuſe to treat, and ſe the 
King, it would att without a Legal Pozer, $. 8, Why Sir, 
here is no eccaſion to talk of a Depoſition, the King is gone of his 
own accord freely; and they are only to conſider whether we 
ſhall periſh in a State of Anarchy, recal him, and: ſuffer ovex 
again all that is paft, and all that was intended, but preveuted ; 
or whether they ſhall recognize the next immediate Heir, and 
enquire who that is? Well, but the next Heir, it ſeems, thall 
have ſmalt joy of it, his whole Authority dependins on a Conven- 
tion that has no Authority : In good time ! Will the Authority 
of this Prince, when acknowledged, depend on the Authority of 
the Convention ? Did Queen Elizabeth or King FamesT. owe 
al} their Authority to the Parliaments which recognized their reſpe- 
ive Rights ? But no Man will think, himſelf bound'in Conſcience to - 
obey thu Heir. Have you, Sir, the keeping of all Mens Conſcien- 
ces, or the knowledy of their Tlwughts ? I can afſure you mine is 
not. in your cuſtody. 

8 9. All thoſe who think, themſelves bowad [till] by their Oath 
of Allegiance to defend the King's P:rjon, his Crown, and Digni= 
ty, &c. wilt bs greatly diſcontented. Woy Sir, then they may 
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go over into France, and be adiyitted into his Guards, and perhaps 


the generous Allowance gi m by the French King, will maiy- 
' fain therti, it their Hereſje do not. over-ballance their Loyalty, 
'and turn it into a Crime, as it happened to the ugonors. Well) 
but they will never own any other whilſt their own King lines : 
Aſſuredly this is a wonderful Man, if he could but as certainly in- 
form us of the number, as he can of the Thoughts and future Ai. 
cns of theſe Loyaliſes. 

'- Well, but' it they ſhould happen to, be' Perſons of known Pru- 
dence, Abilities, Integrity, Honeſty, though they were never ſo few 
. and never ſotame, it would give 4 terrible fliroke to this Tottering 
. Government, Why, Sir, all or the greateſt part of ſuch Men in 
the Nation, were a dreadful Body, tho they were and ever will be 
few, but Sir, there muſt be a conſiderable Body of ſuch Men firſt 
latisfied in the Convention, a number without Doors are already 
ſatisfied, and more will when the States have paſſed their Reſolves; 
and the remainder of the Men of this High Charatter, who will 
ſtill remain Diſcontented, if they are any thing Peaceable, though 
not over Tame, will never be able to ſhock the moſt Tottering Go- 
vernment in the World by their Examples, how well ſoever he 
thinks of them. * 

Yet, $. 10, He endeavours to ſhew the number will not be 
ſmall, becauſe many who joyned with the Prince, are aſhamed of 
what they have done, and ask God pardon for it, and are ready to 
undo it as far as they can. Well, Sir, how many ſuch do you 
know beſides your felt ? A Liſt of theſe Men were worth the ha- 
ving, and may perhaps be eaſily taken, if one knew how to ſepa- 
rate them from the reſt ; however, 1 ſhould not fear greatly the 
terrible Shock, of theſe wonderful Men, till I had better information 
of their Numbers than you can poſſibly give us. They were not wil- 
ling to part with the King, tho they were horribly afraid of Popery, 
Why, Sir, has the King changed his Religion in France ? or are thele 
Gentlemen fo fond of the King, that they would now be conten- 
ted ro ſuffer all that Popery threatned' (o lately ? Or are they be-, 
come as weary of their Delivery as they. were before of Popery ? 
Or, will they facritice their Laws, Religion, old Foundaticns, and 
Free Parkaments to their Allegiance to thei King ? It you ſay, Yes, 
I have done; if no, then you would have what was not to be. had, 
and will nct be contented with what may be had 3 and if the Num, 
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ber of theſe Men -is great, farewel to the Liberties, Laws,- Reli- 
gion, and Priviledges of England, and its Wealth and Inhabitants 
too, and what is left' you may be pleaſed to divide amongſt your' 
Men of Charatter. 

Toall this he aſſures us, F. 10. There will be a Thouſand Occaſions 
of Diſcontent : Jutt a Thouſand, neither one more or leſs, beſides 
thoſe ſpringing from the ſenſe of Loyalty and Conſcience : Strange, 
that theſe Two ſhould be fo troubleſome, as to equal, if not ex- 
ceed the whole Thouſand that went before. 

He that had been betore fo liberal of his Informatien, now ſets 
us to gueſs in 6. 10. How many will be diſcomented in the new 
Court for want of Preferment ? Why, Sir, It you pleale to inform 
mehow many days in February (hall be clear, and how many ſhall 
be cloudy, I will fall a guetling how many in the new Court ſhall 
be pleaſed,and how many ſhall be diflatished ; but when I have done, 
it will not be worth the while, becauſe this ever happens, and Cour- 
tiers have an old way of keeping theſe Malecontents in hope, till 
they fall off or gain what they delire; and o if there ſhould hap- 
pen/to be a Thouſand of them, they will not be able to ſhock the 
Government, if there is no other cauſe of Diſcontent than thar. 

Well, but here Duty and Diſcontent will mix, becauſe they are 
ſnfibe of their Miſt ake when it is too late : For as they ought not ro 

e fought for Popery, nor againſt the Laws and Likerties of their 
Country ; ſo neither ought they to have deſerted the defence of the 
King's Perſon and Crown, but have brought the Prince ts Terms as 
well as the King : Why, Sir, Nemo tenetur ad impoſſibilia., The 
King was never brought to Terms, nor perhaps never will : So 
that if they had Fought at all, it muſt have been for Popery, and 
againſt both our Laws and Liberties, Sir, ſhew when and where 
the King offered us or the Prince any Terms, and I will paſs my 
word you ſhall be employed to frame Laws for the Convention, 
which is certainly a good Employ for one that is (o expert at it as 
you pretend to be. 

Well, $. 13. A heavy Tax mift be Lid upon the Nation, 10 de- 
fray the Charge of this Expedition: Why, Sir, Are you of the 
Privy Council to the Prince ? Surely he will be able to find tome 
other Cauſe, or not make the Tax fo very heavy. But Aſen will be 


wery ſorry to loſe their King, and pay ſo dear for it too, Yes doubt- 


les, a Gracious King isa great Loſs but it he will be gone, - and 
IN- 
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 nbolve us ina War too, Taxes muſt be paid, yea, htavy Taxes tg 
{apport the Charge of it, or Zoxis will ia 8 ſhort time teach us what 
che Prince's Expedition was worth, whatever it coſt, 

But this is not all, we muſt part with our Church too, the cr 
Title will require the giving the Church to the Diſſtmters, F. 14, 
The Diſſemers have of late ated very well, and perhaps if a wi 
Man has the mannaging of them yz, and the Popeſh Emifſaries be 
carefully looked after, we may compound the Quarrel better theap 
than the parting with our Church. Sir, I um well aſſured a great 
deal leſs will for the preſent content them, and the King is not Itn- 
mortal, and whenever he Dies, the Crazy Title will be Sodered 
again, it no Body be to blame for giving i another terrible Shock. 

FS. 15. Should the King be Depoſed , or aty other aſcend the 
Throne, 4t will be neceſſary 10 keep 4 ſtanding Army to quall ſuch Die 
contents, You may bea good Law-framer for ought I know, bu 
I will ſwear you are no Srates-Han ; this whole Seion is meer 
Whimſey borrowed from the Dutch Deſign Anatomized, who had 
the folly to talk of Governing England by an Army of Dutth and 
Germans; but why, God knows, except it were becauſe a few were 
brought over to deliver us, and cannot preſently be returned back 
to Hollend, The Prince is both a wiſe and a good Prince, and 
knows the Conſequence of keeping thoſe Forces long hete, bettet 
than a beg, a a 

Swppoſe the K's. return with a Foreign Force to Yecover bis 
K Mo, bow = will the Men of Coalence be, attd the Mm 
of = Js to joyn with them, nay, ts invite him Flome 4g 4in, 
This looks ſo like a Roman Catholick, Zeal.that if I were not aſſured 
he is a Church of England-Man, I could not believe but it was a 


Diſciple of St. Omers : But will the Conſcientious Men invite the 


King home again, with all his Apoſtolick Vicars, Jeſuits, Eccleſi- 
aſtical Judges, Diſpenling Power, and a tound Army of French 
Dragoons to teach us the French Faith after the French Faſhion ? 
Are theſe the Men of Charatter, Prudence, Ability, Integrity; or of 
Conſcience either? Would one of the Primitive Chritians have 
telked thus, have ſtood for a Licinins againſt a Conſtantine ? Well, 
if the King comes in « Conqueror, we fhall wiſh we had Treaed. 
Truly I ſtall not ; 1 had rather be forced than deceived, for then | 
know what I have to truli (03 and I would not willingly be acce(- 
fary tomy own Ruine. : 


Well, 
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ge 9:0 voted, $. . We 
e440 bring good proof the. Prince of Wales is, an Impoſinr 4 elſe 
we bad berter let ir gone, ., Very good » the Negerine is to. be pro 
vedy, we may guets, by this what kind of Laws you, Si would” 
frame. Well, but-if this be not done, the D:ſcontented Hen will 
heve- plauſible pretence. to quarrel : What the Conſcientious Men 
will, do weml guels, but in all probability they will not be bet- 
00 35 02. colin 6 1 mie oe evvet MN: 
that 5f the Figs of Gree be a Lady of that eminent Virtue 
that 'ſhe ſhould ſcruple to fit upon her- Father's Throne whillt he 
lives? Well, his Majeſty has deſerted his Throne and Kingdom 
when he needed not, except he had pleaſed; and ſome Body muſt 
fit upon his Throne, though he is yet Alive : Now if it be her 
Right after his Death, whynot now ? Our Author is at his Pray- 
ers, that God would give ber Grace to reſift the Temptation ;, and 1 
at mine, That the Author may never be one of her Chaplains tilf 
he is better inform'd. The reſt of that Section is not unanſwera- 
ble, but not worth anſwering, 

He has all along ſuppoſed the Prince of Orange Crown'd, yet in 
the 19th Section he proves he can have no Right to it, neither by 
Deſcent nor Gift z and truly I am of the fame mind for many 
Reaſons, and eſpecially for the fake of the Three alledged by him, 
Seft. 20, 21, 22. and for ſome others too of as great weight, 
which may be found ## the” Lord 'Virulam's #5ftory of Henry VH. 
And yet our Caſe now before us has three Difficulties that had nor, 
1, A King living. 2. A Prince of Wales true or falſe, 3. A Na- 
tion divided in Religion 3 to which I might perhaps add the Ex- 
ceſſrue Power of France, and the Exceſſive Zeal of this Genera- 


- Well, ſuppoſe this 


. tion to preſerve the Deſcent"of.the' Crown in the Right Line, and 


in the Legal Steps and Degrees. And this being done, I am per- 
ſuaded nothing can divide the Englzſh Nation, or leſſen their Zeal 
and Aﬀe@ion to the Prince of Orange, who has deſerved the Crown, 
if it were ours to give him. 

The Poſtſcript, which is an Huy and Cry after the French League 
to cut owr Throats, I leave to tne Convention: And if 1 durſt be 
ſo bold as to ask a Favour of them, it ſhould be to enquire what 
the Ro, Catbolick meant by that Threat of theirs,ſo frequently printed 
and ſpoken by them, If fair means would not obtain the Repeal of 


our Penal Laws and Teſts, fon! _ 


Now 
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Flow for = Corglufion, pt Ae you, Sir, to 


mibchod of our” (Ame <eed 

fog and it halt go web way; Bmmkiv you is imprathcable ci6t 

ble, that it will never be granted 3; or 'if it be, never obſer 

: And If you pleaſe to bleſs the World with'a Receipt of an Oh. 
Boation that will bind'*the Conſcience of any other Reman Cat 

you thar helther Je/wir and Pope can! break'6r unie' it; g! dar 

yn, with you jn a Petition to the Conv Br 

Nets BTR. wil ithopr' any other Terms t6'be prop6ſed than 

the wp es) us that * Sear, whatever, it i. And i in the hite- 

zim,. I. Ys. ; 
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